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I was blessed to be raised in a Christian household and have always had
God’s word in my life. It was a long process throughout my childhood as
God worked in my heart and convicted me of the fact that simply being
a child of Christian parents was not good enough, and all the scripture
memory verses and good behavior in the world could not save me, for
I was already “dead in [my] trespasses and sins.”
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God worked in my heart and convicted me of the fact that simply being
a child of Christian parents was not good enough, and all the scripture
memory verses and good behavior in the world could not save me, for
I was already “dead in [my] trespasses and sins.”

Around 12 years old, I believe the Holy Spirit brought me to a realization
that I didn’t know if I was going to Heaven and gave me the gift of
conviction over the sins that I knew were separating me from Him.
So, I confessed my sin, knowing and trusting that only Jesus could
and would save me from myself. Since that point, I can look back and
see the Holy Spirit’s work in my life as I grew; everything that I have
experienced throughout my life has been guided and used by Him to
draw me closer to Him and teach me more about Himself.
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Now I can see that even the ugly times when I “backslid” and knowingly
sinned against Him without repentance for periods of time were
redeemed for good through His plan. He has always patiently drawn
me back to Him despite my own wayward behaviors even after all He
has done for me. God has used the guilt over those times that I felt
separated from Him to teach me about the precious, unconditional,
“immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward [me],” and the
forgiveness that He gives freely. Even through my own sin God has
taught me to love Him more, and to cling to His promises of salvation
by grace alone as “a gift of God, not a result of works,” knowing that
nothing – not even my own sin – can ever separate from this gift and
His love. (Ephesians 2:1-10)
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My mom tells me I was compassionate for others who are suffering at
a very young age. Two years ago, during Awana, John 3:16 became my
favorite verse. “For God so loved the world, that he gave His only Son,
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.”

My mom tells me I was compassionate for others who are suffering at
a very young age. Two years ago, during Awana, John 3:16 became my
favorite verse. “For God so loved the world, that he gave His only Son,
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When I’m reminded of sin in my life and I confess it I felt sad and happy
at the same time knowing God forgives me and will help me. I was
saved by Jesus Christ two years ago when I was 7. I prayed that day
with Doug Sims. I want everyone in the world to be happy and believe
in God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit.
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One thing I love to do is pray for others. I pray for them to believe in
God, to help the sick, and for families. Thank you for celebrating my
baptism with me!
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I was blessed to be born into a Christian family, where generations
before me prayed for me. God heard their prayers, and my heart was
turned to Him as a child. I grew up in the church and have always been
surrounded by family and others who encouraged me to choose Jesus.
As a teen I started reading my Bible daily and memorizing Scripture,
habits which have continued to build my faith and love for Jesus.
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Isaac and I married after college, and God has blessed me with a man who
loves the Lord; together we seek Him as we raise our family. I thank God
that his mercies are new every morning (Lamentations 3:23), and that
Jesus’ power is made perfect in my weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9). Every
day we choose how to live, and I try to choose 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18,
“Be joyful always; pray continuously; give thanks in all circumstances,
for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” Hard times have taught
me that it is God’s joy, the Holy Spirit praying when I don’t have words,
and thankfulness for all God has done and promises to do—that this
verse can be true when I have an eternal mindset. God is faithful.

Isaac and I married after college, and God has blessed me with a man who
loves the Lord; together we seek Him as we raise our family. I thank God
that his mercies are new every morning (Lamentations 3:23), and that
Jesus’ power is made perfect in my weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9). Every
day we choose how to live, and I try to choose 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18,
“Be joyful always; pray continuously; give thanks in all circumstances,
for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” Hard times have taught
me that it is God’s joy, the Holy Spirit praying when I don’t have words,
and thankfulness for all God has done and promises to do—that this
verse can be true when I have an eternal mindset. God is faithful.

I am a sinner and deserve death, but because of God’s great love for me, I
am not consumed, by this life or in eternity. God, in His great mercy, took
my sin upon Himself and washed me clean. Therefore, I am no longer dead
in my sin, but a new creation, free in Christ and filled with the Holy Spirit.
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The purpose of my life is to give glory to God, and I pray that
by His grace my life may be a blessing to Him and to others.
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